CITY OF KETTERING, OHIO

AN ORDINANCE

By: Mr, Duke and Mrs. Schrimpf No. 64147-09

TO AMEND CHAPTER 705, ALARM SYSTEMS, OF
THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF
KETTERING SO AS TO REVISE THE PROVISIONS
REGULATING ALARM SYSTEMS IN THE CITY OF
KETTERING :

Be It Ordained by the Council of the City of Kettering, State of Ohio, that:

Section 1. Chapter 705 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Kettering shall be and
hereby is amended by fully repealing the current words and numbers of said chapter and
replacing same with the words and numbers contained in Exhibit “A,” attached hereto

and incorporated herein.

Section 2. The amendments to Chapter 705 as set forth in Section 1, above, shall first be
effective and in force beginning January 1, 2010.

Section 3. This ordinance shall take full force and effect from and after the earliest
period provided by law.

dayof  December 20009.

NA2R K

DONALD E. PATY¥HRSON, Mayor.

ATTEST: CERTIFICATE OF APPROVAL
AN TR e e o
- CONNIE S. GAW, DAVID L. EUBANK,
Clerk of Council. Law Director.

(Requested by: Police Department)



CHAPTER 705
ALARM SYSTEMS

SECTION 705.01 PURPOSE AND SCOPE.

The purpose of this ordinance is to prevent excessive cost and misuse of the emergency services
of the City caused by excessive false alarms. Excessive false alarms have a detrimental impact
on the provision of emergency services, the resources of the City, and the health, safety, and
welfare of the citizens of Kettering. False alarms are hereby declared to be a nuisance within the
City of Kettering.

SECTION 705.02  DEFINITIONS.

For the purposes of Chapter 705, the following terms, phrases, words, and their derivations shall
~ have the meanings as set forth herein. When not inconsistent with the context, words in the
present tense include the future tense, words in the plural number include the singular number,
and words in the singular number include the plural number. The words "shall" and "will" are
mandatory and the word “may” is permissive. Words not defined shall be given their common
and ordinary meaning. References hereafter to "Sections" are, unless otherwise specified,
references to Sections in this Chapter. Defined terms remain defined terms whether or not
capitalized.

A. Alarm administrator means the City employee whose duties include administration
of this Chapter.
B. Alarm dealer means a person, partnership, corporation or other entity that sells,

leases, monitors, maintains, services, repairs, alters, replaces, moves or installs any
alarm system and/or causes any alarm system to be sold, leased, monitored,
maintained, serviced, repaired, altered, replaced, moved, or installed.

C Alarm permit means a permit as specified in Section 705.03 et seq. which must be
obtained before an alarm system may be operated.

D. Alarm site means the premises or area of the premises upon or within which an
alarm system is installed.

E. Alarm system means any assembly of equipment arranged to signal the occurrence
of an unauthorized entry or j‘obbew or similar event. Alarm system does not include
a local alarm or an alarm system whose sole function is to signal a fire or medical
emergency.

K. Alarm user means the person(s) or entity of any kind, who has an ownership
interest in and/or leases an alarm site or any portion thereof.

64 Application means the process and format by which an alarm user submits a request
to obtain an alarm permit. |

705-1



Automatic dialing device means a device which is interconnected to a
telecommunications service and is programmed to select a predetermined
(telephone) number and transmit an emergency message or signal indicating the
need for an emergency response.

City means the City of Kettering, Ohio

Disconnect means to disconnect or disable an alarm system’s automatic dialing
device and/or interconnection so that signals or messages are not emitted, either
directly or indirectly, to the Kettering Police Department.

Emergency alarm button means a button, switch, or similar device which, when
used, activates an alarm system.,

False alarm means any alarm activation, message, or signal which is not the result
of an unauthorized entry, robbery, or similar event. False alarms include, but are not
limited to, the activation of an alarm system through improper installation,
mechanical failure or malfunction, misuse, or negligence; and alarm systems which
are purposely activated to summon police in nonemergency situations.

Interconnect means to connect an alarm system to an automatic dialing device for
the purpose of using a telecommunications service to transmit a message or signal
upon the activation of the alarm system.

Local alarm means an alarm system which only activates an audible signal within
the proximity of the alarm site.

Premises means any parcel of real property, including any structure(s) or
appurtenance(s) thereon, or any portion thereof.

Telecommunications service means a service, system, and/or device which enables
communication at any distance.

SECTION 705.03 ALARM PERMIT.

A

Every alarm user shall apply for and obtain an alarm permit. If an alarm user has an
ownership interest in or leases more than one alarm site, then that alarm user shall
apply for and obtain an alarm permit for each alarm site. No alarm system shall be
operated without an alarm permit.

Alarm permits shall be issued through the City of Kettering Police Department. To
obtain an alarm permit, an application shall be filed with the City on the form
adopted by the Kettering Police Department. In addition to any other information
required by the Kettering Police Department, the application shall contain the
following information: the alarm user’s name, address, telephone/cell phone/pager

705-2



number; facsimile number; whether the alarm site is a residence or business; the
street number and street name of the alarm site; the unit/suite/apartment number of
the alarm site; the type of alarm system (local, direct connect, central station); the
name, address, and telephone number of the alarm dealer who installed and/or is
responsible for servicing the alarm system; the names, addresses, and telephone
numbers of two (2) other persons who can be contacted twenty four (24) hours a
day, seven (7) days a week, to turn off or deactivate the alarm system if the alarm
user cannot be contacted. All information submitted in an application shall be true
and accurate. All information required to be given on an application shall be kept
current by the alarm user.

5 All applications shall be accompanied by an application fee. The amount of the
application fee shall be set by the city manager.

D. Upon submission of a complete application, including the application fee, an alarm
permit shall be issued unless the applicant has had an alarm permit revoked within
the last twelve (12) months or has outstanding (unpaid) administrative fees assessed
pursuant to this chapter. Alarm permits shall expire two (2) years from the date of
issuance unless earlier revoked.

E. An alarm dealer shall provide written notification of the alarm permit requirement to
each customer with an alarm site within the City of Kettering.

SECTION 705.04 EXCESSIVE FALSE ALARMS.

A, No alarm user shall permit any false alarm(s) from an alarm site in which the alarm
user has any kind of interest.

B. After the occurrence of a false alarm, a written notice of the violation shall be
served upon the alarm user in accordance with Section 705.11. The notice of
violation shall contain the date and approximate time of the false alarm, the street
name and street number of the alarm site and a notification of the appeal rights
available under Section 705.10.

B If more than three (3) false alarms occur from an alarm site during any calendar
year, an administrative nuisance abatement fee shall be assessed against the alarm
user in accordance with the following schedule:

Number of false alarms occurring Administrative nuisance

during the calendar year abatement fee assessed

0 to 3 false alarms None

4" false alarm $100.00

5™ false alarm $150.00

6" — 9" false alarms $200.00 per false alarm

10" false alarm and up $300.00 per false alarm and/or
Disconnect Order/Permit Revocation
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