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 May Ballot Issue to Secure Kettering’s Future

Kettering City Council to Read Ordinance on Income Tax Increase

Kettering, OH – With no increase in the municipal income tax rate for the last 25 years, the City of Kettering will ask voters for an increase designed to, according to City Manager Steve Husemann, “protect the stability and quality of life we have come to expect in Kettering.”  The income tax accounts for 68% of the City’s general fund revenue.

“We have pulled in the belt significantly,” says Husemann, “saving a substantial amount of taxpayer dollars.  There comes a point, however, where we have to turn to taxpayers for support to maintain the Kettering way of life.”

City Council supports staff’s recommendation to put an income tax increase on the May ballot.

“We’ve been steadfast in our commitment to provide our residents with the best possible services, despite increasing costs in necessities like natural gas & healthcare,” says Mayor Don Patterson.  “Given these factors, along with a trend for less and less state and federal funding, we have to make decisions about the future of this community now.”

Services like senior services, parks and recreation services, street maintenance services and public safety services are in fact a high priority for City Council, largely because they are a high priority for residents.

“We have a community that values the high quality of life in Kettering,” says Patterson.  “Our senior services are without match in this region.  Our parks, recreation and cultural arts services are award winning.  Our public safety services are well-respected regionally and make this a safe and secure place to raise a family. And our citizens value the work we do to redevelop the City.”

Residents told City officials just how much they value life in Kettering in a recent survey.

“The survey was a result of our Council’s desire to know what our citizen’s priorities are,” says Husemann.  “We are at a critical financial point and City Council wanted to go straight to our residents to find out which way to go.”

The results of the survey, conducted by Opinion Research Associates, reflect the community’s strong desire to maintain the current level of quality of life in Kettering.  There was overwhelming evidence that Kettering residents are proud of the City’s services, and are more than satisfied with the City in which they live and raise their families.  These results, coupled with the financial outlook for the City, prompted Council to propose putting the income tax increase on the May ballot.

“As a City we have made necessary cuts to secure our budget,” says Husemann.  “Any further cuts of a substantial nature would affect the level of service we can provide to our community.  As residents we have to make an important decision for this City’s future.”

The income tax increase would change the rate from 1.75% to 2.25%.  Social Security and pension payments are not taxed.
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